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MYSTERY DINNER

On a cool Saturday in April, over 150 guests assembled in the heart of Stonington Borough for the 11th annual Mystery Dinner at the Stonington Free Library,
which had been transformed for the evening into the famous Parisian bookstore
Shakespeare & Company circa 1919. Attendees mounted the front steps,
decorated like the bookstore’s with the words of Hafiz of Shiraz: “I wish I could
show you when you are lonely or in darkness the astounding light of your own
being,” and were welcomed by Mystery Dinner Co-Chairs Beth Leamon and
Sage Williams. Upon arrival, guests were also presented with the solution to the
mystery - the names and locations of their Mystery Dinner homes!
The Library transformed

into Paris’s favorite book

First editions of Ulysses

From 6 to 7 o’clock, guests and hosts mingled
store
and chatted, enjoying the ambiance. Drinks were
served by garçons in black berets and delicious French-inspired hors
d’oeuvres were passed by trés chic dinner committee members, while
the faces of famous writers and personalities associated with the original
Shakespeare & Company looked down from the walls. Facsimiles of the
notorious first edition of James Joyce’s Ulysses adorned the shelves along
with other volumes from the Library’s collection. Visiting Merrill House
Fellow James Longenbach made a cameo appearance as James Joyce
himself to add to the fun!

Sage Williams ready
for arrivals

Before the cocktail hour concluded, Beth Leamon thanked the happy crowd for their
continued support of our wonderful Library. Beth was followed by SFL’s Assistant Director Micayla Hall, who talked about Overdrive, the Library’s immensely popular digital
service which allows cardholders to check out and download e-books and audiobooks at
any time and from anywhere. Each guest received a “due date card” upon arrival, which
they were encouraged to fill out with pledge amounts and add to the Giving Board as
they exited the Library. We are so grateful for the generosity of our guests, who together
raised over $6,000 in pledges to maintain and expand this popular service!
As the sun began to set, guests departed for 19 different Mystery Dinner homes
to enjoy delicious French food and drinks. While each dinner was unique,
altogether nearly 200 Library supporters came together to share laughter and
stories with old and new friends, strengthening the bonds of community while
benefiting the Stonington Free Library.

Assistant Director Micayla Hall
describes the Giving Board

We would like to thank all of those involved in the Mystery Dinner for their
continued support, with special thanks to our 40 generous hosts and our fantastic
Mystery Dinner Committee! Each year these volunteers work together with
Library staff to create a magical evening that annually raises over $20,000 in
critically-needed funds for the Library’s annual operating budget.
A Merry Crowd

Barbara Heuer, Rodi & Wick York

Susie Clapp, Charlie Hatton, Mary & Jim Kelley Lisa Tepper Bates & Anne Fix

Thanks to the very talented decorating
committee

Flowers by Evelynn Lyons

Barbara Ginsberg

David and Pam Leeming

Tertius de Kay

Everyone is gathered at Shakespeare
and Company

Guests arriving
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Sage Williams, Beth Leamon, Michael
Schefers and Sibby Lynch

Heading off to dinner

Lori Robishaw admiring the Citroën car.

Michael Connery and Marc Ginsberg

Mystery Dinner 2019
Stonington Free Library

DINNER HOSTS

DINNER COMMITTEE

Alden Alexander & Kevin Costello

Elizabeth Leamon (Co-Chair)

Lisa Tepper Bates & Scott Bates

Sage Williams (Co-Chair)

Marybeth & Eric Bartholet

Ann Buffum

Diana & Ted Beck

Stephanie Calhoun

Dodie Bump, James Eckerle

Susie Clapp

& Mark Renfrow
Lynn & Jeff Callahan
Kate Careb & Amy Van der Velde
Kathy & Tig Conger
Harriet & Tony Crane
Nan Danforth, Susie Clapp
& Charlie Hatton
Deborah Dodds & Greg Smith
Barbara & Chris Dixon
Penny Duckham
Ashley & Shaun Foley
Allegra & Brian Griffiths
Alice & John Groton
Geraldine Nager Griffin, Alejandra
& Josh Welch
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BOOKWORMS SUMMER 2019
By Maris Frey, Youth Services Director

Winter Reading Challenges finished in April with something for everyone this year.
We took a cue from the success of PBS’s Great American Read and conducted our own
Great Stonington Read! Our early literacy program, 50 to Grow On, increased
enrollment and reading time by 30% with 122 participants reading 3,678 books. Our
new Family Reading Challenge, with its list of 18 recommended books, saw 95 children
plus their family members reading 318 books and our Teen/Adult Read BOLD! group
read The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas. We are very grateful to Chuck and Deborah
Royce for making these three programs possible and also wish to thank Bank Square
Books, Mel’s Downtown Creamery, Mystic Luxury Cinemas and Sift Bakery for donating
gift cards as prizes. In all, we were very pleased with the programs.
UPCOMING PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
There will be two Teen Volunteer Orientation sessions June 5 at 5:30 pm and June 6 at
4:30 pm. These are training nights for our Summer Reading Program Teen Volunteers
(students entering grade 7 and older) and will last about 30 minutes. Volunteers only
need to attend one meeting and their applications are due BEFORE these meetings
(preferably by May 17). Teens will receive their schedules on the night they attend and
we would appreciate knowing how many to expect each night. Please call the Children’s
Room with your date of attendance, questions, or for more information.
SUMMER READING PROGRAM
With warmer weather hopefully arriving, thoughts turn to our popular Summer Reading
Program, with registration opening on June 17. Our theme is A Universe of Stories for
all age groups. Our youngest group is for children entering kindergarten and younger,
students entering grades one through five will be in our middle group, and students
entering grade six and older comprise our oldest group. Students in the middle and
older groups will earn Bucks for their reading time and will have the opportunity to
spend them in our summer store. The store will open on June 24. Please remember you
must register in order to start counting your reading time. The LAST day to earn and
spend will be Friday, August 2. We have wonderful programs planned for all age groups
and are again most grateful to everyone who makes this program possible. Check out
the back of the events calendar, which lists all the individuals, families and businesses
who support our Summer Reading Program and be sure to thank them again for their
generosity. We are also grateful to the families who keep us in mind and donate items
for our Store.
We have again received a generous grant from an anonymous family foundation,
enabling us to take portions of our Summer Reading Program “on the road.”
This will allow children, in some of our area’s summer camps, to enjoy performers, a
selection of free books to bring home and an opportunity to register for the Summer
Reading Program and participate at their location.
We will be collaborating with the Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center again
with Read and Feed, our Outreach to those in need in our community.
Each time a child brings in a food, health or beauty item to donate to the
PNC, they will receive a free basket ticket. In order to insure that the PNC
is receiving their most needed items, we will continue “Weekly Specials”
which we coordinate with the PNC. These high demand items will earn
two free basket tickets and will be posted and updated on our Facebook
page on Thursdays. We will begin accepting donations in the Children’s
Room on June 17.
Happy Summer!
Watch out for new programs and returning favorites by
following us on Facebook, Instagram or our webpage.
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ADULT SUMMER READING PROGRAM 2019
Our Adult Summer Reading Program is back from Monday, June 17 through Friday, August 2. Participating is easy! Each
time you visit the Library and check out materials, enter our weekly drawing – entry forms will be available at the front desk.
Earn a bonus chance to enter each day you drop off a donation at the Library for the Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center. We
will have weekly drawings with three lucky winners chosen each week. Winners will select from a variety of prizes. All who
enter are eligible to win special prizes at the end of the program including a Kindle Fire.
Enjoy Reading This Summer!
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ADOBE CREATIVE CLOUD NOW AVAILABLE AT THE LIBRARY
On Library Giving Day we received a generous offer from Sibby Lynch and Michael
Schefers to fund a year’s subscription to the Adobe Creative Cloud. This includes wellknown programs for video, design, photography, and the web, such as Photoshop,
InDesign, Illustrator, Premiere Pro, Acrobat and more.
Adobe Creative Cloud is installed on one of our public laptops, so feel free to call ahead
860-535-0658 to ensure it is available. An external monitor is available upon request for
those who prefer to use these creative programs on a larger screen.

V I L LA G E F A I R
BOOK SALE
The Village Fair Book Sale is now supporting
the Stonington Free Library.
We will be accepting donations at the United
Church of Stonington beginning in June.
Keep your eyes open for drop off times!
Thank you for your support.

Seed Library
During the growing season (Spring to early Summer) a seed library is
available in the front lobby. Stop by and choose a free packet of seeds to
plant in your garden. Thank you to Noreen Kepple, URI Master Gardener,
for all her hard work setting up this program for us each year.
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A BEAUTIFUL ADDITION TO THE
J. D. (SANDY) MCCLATCHY POETRY CORNER
Library patron and Stonington resident Robert Palm has most
generously donated Sandy McClatchy’s typewriter to the Library
to be a part of the McClatchy Memorial Poetry Corner. Along with
the typewriter goes an invitation to browse the books from Sandy’s
library that are on the shelves and then write a poem of your own.
To take part in the Poet’s Corner competition leave your poem
at the desk with your name and email address. Every few months
the poems will be read and judged. The winners will be published
in the Library newsletter. Margaret Gibson, the newly appointed
Connecticut Poet Laureate, has kindly agreed to take on the role of
judge for the first year. Robert has provided all that is needed to make this project complete –
table, chair, a supply of specially printed paper and, amazingly, even typewriter ribbons! This is
a beautiful and lasting gift to the Library, to the continuing legacy of J. D. (Sandy) McClatchy
and to the life of poetry in this community.

STONINGTON NON-PROFIT ROUNDTABLE VOLUNTEER FAIR
Looking for volunteer opportunities in Town? Stop by the
Stonington Non-Profits Volunteer Fair on Saturday, June 1
from 10 to 12. The Fair will be on the lawn outside the Library
facing Water St. A number of non-profit organizations will be
in attendance to discuss volunteer opportunities.
The Volunteer Fair is yet another initiative of the Stonington
Non-Profit Roundtable. The Roundtable meets once a month
and is made up of over 40 local organizations. The goal of the
Roundtable is to connect local non-profits with one another
in order to share resources, collaborate and learn more about
each other. Accomplishments since the group began meeting
in 2017 include:
• A meet and greet for board and staff members 		
participating in the Roundtable.
• A survey and inventory of participating
organizations to discover areas for collaboration
and sharing of resources.
• An Intern Expo and Career Day at
Stonington High School.
• A tax reform information session which discussed
the impact of the 2018 tax reform on non-profits.
• A Community Fair called Spring Fest at
Stonington Human Services.
• The Town of Stonington funded Grantstation for
use by anyone at the Library to find grant funding.
If you are interested in joining the meetings please email
stoningtonnpo@gmail.com.
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